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Abstract

This article addressed the experience of a 36-year-old hepatocellular carcinoma patient in terminal
stage as he was confronted with several nursing problems during hospitalization. One of the authors took
care of this patient from July 20 to August 8, 2006 and continued to collect illness course information by
telephone when he was discharged. The author assessed by observation, interview, and applied Gordon’s
11-item nursing assessment of health functional patterns to detect if the patient had problems of fluid volume
excess, pain, body image disturbance, anticipant grieving, and so on. During nursing process the author used
empathy and respectful attitude to establish the reliance and therapeutic relationship with the patient and
family. Besides providing continuing nursing care to improve his basic satisfaction and relieve physical and
psychological discomforts. The author also provided information of related treatment process and concerns
of family. This patient did not enter the hospice ward. However, he could live a life of good quality in his
limited life. This nursing experience is to be shared with the clinical nurse staff for improvement of care

quality.
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